 REPRESENT-
WEEK 4 - CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO




INTRO//
· Welcome
· Introduce Self
· Heart of the series
· Once we are SAVED by Jesus, we are SENT as well. God doesn’t just want to rescue us and give us life, peace, strength…  but he wants to give us a SPECIFIC PURPOSE and CALLING that we can walk in! He’s called us to be his representatives of unconditional love and to usher in His kingdom here on Earth.. So how do we begin to walk in this?

ILLUSTRATION// BEING “BASIC”
· Pennsylvania is the 10th most basic State (according to “stats” lol)
· What do you think of when someone is “basic”?
· Pumpkin Spice
· Panda Nike Dunks
· The Bachelor

TENSION//
We’ll break how Jesus modeled this for us and one of the ways he did this was by…
CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO

· What does it even mean to “challenge the status quo”?
· Status quo = Current state of things or the way things are
· To challenge the status quo means to not settle for the way everyone else chooses to do things!
· To challenge the status quo is bold and courageous!
BIBLE// 

JOHN 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I DO NOT GIVE TO YOU AS THE WORLD GIVES. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

· So I think people hear this and naturally want this, right?
· Like what the world has been giving HAS been painful or stressful or (insert your emotion here)
· And so people do what they think is right…
· Go to church
· Try to be a “good” person
· So a prayer before every meal
· And in their mind, this is enough!

ILLUSTRATION// SPIRITUAL VENDING MACHINE

· Like, I’ll do all the right things but then I want to KEEP LIVING MY LIFE
· I go through my routine on Sundays and Wednesdays, but everything else will be how I want it and the way I want it
· Jesus challenged his followers to go a step further though…

JOHN 15:7
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

· Blessings and the promises of God are fruit of digging deeper into what it means to remain in Jesus

MATTHEW 16:24-26
If anyone would come after me, let him DENY himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he GAINS THE WHOLE WORLD AND FORFEITS HIS SOUL? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?

· So what does this mean?

CONNECT// 
FRUIT COMES THROUGH FOLLOWING, NOT JUST BELIEVING
· He is looking for FOLLOWERS, not just experience-chasers
· Experiences produce feelings
· Following produces fruit

· The LIES that culture tells us are…
· “You do you…”
· “Live your truth…”
· “If it feels good, then it is good…”
· “Chase the next high…”
· The real truth is that you really start living once you TRUST IN GOD’S CALL FOR YOUR LIFE

· Challenging the status quo means PRIORITIZING  AND OBEYING GOD’S WORD AND THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS
· As you do so, God PROMISES you peace, strength, provision, etc. that ONLY comes from Heaven!
· And in turn, you will give people a HOPE as you are a light in the darkness

“The status quo killed Jesus. The status quo is so powerful that it will even turn a deaf ear to God. Obeying God’s word requires repentance and transformation. Few really want that. Most of us would rather embrace what we know presently in order to be comfortable. So we are tempted to reject anything that threatens the status quo, even if it is from God. Think of it! God appears in the person of Jesus and the people would rather have things as they are than to hear a word from God. Scary isn’t it? The status quo has a gravitational pull that must be overcome.”
· Dr. Ross Cochran

TO FOLLOW JESUS IS TO CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO
· The ways of Jesus are not natural to our pattern of thought
· To be selfless
· To choose self-denial
· To love our enemies even when they hate us
· To show the same grace that we’ve been shown
· To follow Jesus requires us to be CULTURAL REBELS who aren’t just sheep who follow the rest of culture
· God is calling students to stand up as a beacon of light for the truth
· God is calling students to REPRESENT Christ to the world - so  CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO
· Don’t accept things the way they are but see the vision of what God wants to do in your life!

CHALLENGE//
A good question to ask yourself is…
“AM I CURRENTLY FOLLOWING THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS?”

· If your answer is, “No” or “I don’t know”...

