 REPRESENT-
WEEK 3 - FILLED WITH AUTHORITY




INTRO//
· Welcome
· Introduce Self
· Heart of the series
· Once we are SAVED by Jesus, we are SENT as well. God doesn’t just want to rescue us and give us life, peace, strength…  but he wants to give us a SPECIFIC PURPOSE and CALLING that we can walk in! He’s called us to be his representatives of unconditional love and to bring usher in His kingdom here on Earth.. So how do we begin to walk in this?

1 TIMOTHY 4:12
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

· I believe that this verse is a representative of what the students of RED can be
· Setting an example for believers who are much older than you
· This can start NOW - it doesn’t have to wait until you are older or you feel “ready” enough

TENSION//
We’ll break how Jesus modeled this for us and one of the ways he did this was by being…
FILLED WITH AUTHORITY

ILLUSTRATION// POLICEMAN
· Authority isn’t recognized by outward appearance or qualification
· It comes from the BADGE 
· Though his appearance isn’t intimidating, WHAT HE CARRIES IS

BIBLE// 
· When we want to step into our calling, we can look to Jesus as the perfect model of what it meant to follow God

JOHN 14:12-14
Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

· Wherever Jesus walked, he walked with AUTHORITY
· And his authority was used as a means to BRING HEAVEN DOWN TO EARTH (reference the Lord’s Prayer)

· Healed the sick
· Raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11)
· Healed the centurion's son (Luke 5)

· Cast out demons & set the captives free
· Man who was possessed by legion who couldn’t be bound (Matthew 5)
· Two men extremely violent men by the tombs (Matthew 8)

· Bring the will of Heaven here on Earth

MATTHEW 16:19
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

BY OUR AUTHORITY, OUR PRAYERS BRING HEAVEN DOWN TO EARTH

· So where exactly does this authority come from? How exactly do we begin to be “filled with authority”?
· The bad news? On our own, we are helpless and could never hope to do this.
· The good news?  Jesus’ death on the cross established a NEW COVENANT that we are welcomed into when we begin to follow Him.
· Authority IS NOT EARNED, IT’S GIVEN. Anyone who is a son or daughter of God has the keys!

COVENANT (n.) - A binding agreement; a promise between two or more; an established relationship

· Compare it to marriage (the covenant of marriage)
· Walk through the dynamics of the covenant
· Old covenant was broken
· New covenant was paid for by the death of Jesus
· Fun fact: Old and New testament are named that because of the Old and New covenant (makes it easy to understand)

CONNECT// 
· So why is this covenant important?

1. WHAT’S MINE IS YOURS

· We are not qualified by our actions; we’ve been given a GIFT
· When was the last time you had to PAY for a gift? (the answer is hopefully never)

1 PETER 2:24
“He himself BORE OUR SINS” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”

· When we pray the prayer of salvation, Jesus gives us new life!
· We were not strong enough to live up to the standard of holiness
· Through the sacrifice of the son, we are saved from ourselves and can live in RELATIONSHIP with God
· Once you’ve been adopted by Jesus and you walk in a covenant relationship, he takes all of your sins…
· Past mistakes
· Baggage from your past

2. WHAT’S YOURS IS MINE

· Jesus had ALL authority and when we believe in His death and resurrection and choose to follow Him, he then gives us that same authority

JOHN 14:12-14
Very truly I tell you, WHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these…

· It’s not by my strength, but by the ONE HE GIVES ME STRENGTH

ILLUSTRATION// POLICEMAN
· Authority isn’t recognized by outward appearance or qualification
· It comes from the BADGE 
· Though his appearance isn’t intimidating, WHAT HE CARRIES IS

FOLLOWING JESUS IS NOT A ONE TIME DECISION
· He promises to take our sins
· But he also gives our authority with the expectation that we become REPRESENTATIVES of the Kingdom of Heaven
· To spread the Good News of Jesus
· To heal the sick, to set the captives free
· To pray for and watch God perform signs and wonders

· So what does this look like?
· It means God is calling people to step up as prayer warriors in their faith
· It means to take your place as heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven
· When you face a problem? You pray first and stand on your promised authority.
· Claim healing for the sickness in your family or friends at school
· Declare freedom over addictions that your loved ones are facing
· Declare restoration for the broken parts of peoples lives
· Kick and cast out all demonic spirits that are tormenting those around you

(Call keys up)
· Salvation Push
· Jesus wants to walk in RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU
· He wants to give you new life NOW where can walk in true freedom
· And he promises life in the NEXT LIFE as well where we’ll spend eternity with Him, free from all sickness/death/sorrow


CHALLENGE//

· Called Sundays Plug
· Plug next week’s messages
· “Challenging the status quo”
· Holy Spirit series in November

