 REPRESENT-
WEEK 2 - TERROR TO EVILDOERS




INTRO//
· Welcome
· Introduce Self
· Heart of the series
· Once we are SAVED by Jesus, we are SENT as well. God doesn’t just want to rescue us and give us life, peace, strength…  but he wants to give us a SPECIFIC PURPOSE and CALLING that we can walk in! He’s called us to be his representatives of unconditional love and to bring usher in His kingdom here on Earth.. So how do we begin to walk in this?

1 TIMOTHY 4:12
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

· I believe that this verse is a representative of what the students of RED can be
· Setting an example for believers who are much older than you
· This can start NOW - it doesn’t have to wait until you are older or you feel “ready” enough
· And how can we do this? Simply, we can look at Jesus as our model!

TENSION//

· One of the most intense things Jesus ever said was this…

MATTHEW 10:34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

· Jesus didn’t just come to love but he came to WAGE WAR
· Waging war against the SPIRITUAL REALM, not evil people or people who didn’t believe what he believed
· What does this mean though?

ILLUSTRATION// WHAT DO YOU THINK OF WHEN YOU HEAR “EVILDOERS”?
· (Show pictures of Villains)
· On the count of the 3, yell out your “Op”

BIBLE// 

· So when we’re saying evildoers, we are NOT talking about these people
· Jesus does address this issue though!

EPHESIANS 6:12
For our struggle is NOT against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the SPIRITUAL FORCES OF EVIL in the heavenly realms.

· Again, Jesus didn’t just come to love but he came to WAGE WAR
· Not evil people or people who didn’t believe what he believed but rather the SPIRITUAL REALM
· Wherever Jesus walked, the spiritual realm shook
· Jesus did this as a MODEL for us!

JOHN 14:12-14
Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

· Jesus was the PERFECT MODEL of what it looks like to follow God
· So what exactly did Jesus do to be a terror to evildoers?

CONNECT// 

1. HE WALKED WITH AUTHORITY

MATTHEW 28:18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

· Jesus had ALL authority to…
· Heal the sick
· Cast out demons
· Teach the truth

2. HE CHALLENGED THE STATUS QUO

MATTHEW 5:43-44
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

· This is just one of MANY ways that Jesus was ushering in an “Upside Down Kingdom”
· “Came to serve, not to be served”
· “Blessed are the poor in spirit”
· “The first shall be last and the last shall be first”
· “The humble shall be elevated”
· God is looking for servants who are willing to walk differently than the rest of the world
· To challenge the status quo means to trust God in ALL YOUR WAYS and not just follow culture because everyone else is
· Jesus was and now is looking for CULTURAL REBELS

3. HE WAS FULL OF THE SPIRIT

(Call keys up)

· Whenever Jesus was baptized, here is how the Bible describes him directly after

LUKE 4:1
Then Jesus, FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, returned from the Jordan River. He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,

· The Apostle Peter summarizes the life of Jesus like this…

ACTS 10:38
“…how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”

· Give the caveat - all of this WITHOUT LOVE for people IS LOST
· (Make a Jesus loves YOU push)
· All of these things are what WE are called to do as well!
· Jesus modeled what it looked like to be called!

CHALLENGE//

· Salvation Push
· Called Sundays Plug
· Plug next week’s messages
· “Walking in authority”
· “Challenging the status quo”
· Holy Spirit series in November

