 REPRESENT-
WEEK 1 - DON’T PLAY CHURCH




INTRO//
· Welcome
· Introduce Self
· Once we are SAVED by Jesus, we are SENT as well. God doesn’t just want to rescue us and give us life, peace, strength…  but he wants to give us a SPECIFIC PURPOSE and CALLING that we can walk in! He’s called us to be his representatives of unconditional love and to usher in His kingdom here on Earth.. So how do we begin to walk in this?

ILLUSTRATION// WE’RE HAVING A BABY… (BOY OR GIRL)!
· (Show picture)

· One of the things I’m most excited about is pretend play with them…

(Show the “Imaaaaginaaaation” Spongebob picture)

· How did you pretend play?
· Playing “Princess” or “Dress Up”
· My older sister used to FORCE me to play dress up with her
· Playing “Superheroes”

TENSION//

As I was thinking about this, it made me think about my experience in MS & HS…

· Share my story of growing up in the church
· Because I grew up here, I knew…
· How I should worship
· What I should say and what I shouldn’t say
· How I should talk to other people
· It’s almost like what I’ll do with my kids one day
· Like, I wasn’t ACTUALLY Spiderman or ACTUALLY cooking… (etc., etc.)
· Just because I was going to church every week, raising my hands during worship, saying the right things, walking the walk doesn’t mean I was following Jesus

DON’T JUST “PLAY” CHURCH.

· The danger is that we can be “playing” church or “playing” religion without fully knowing it
· Are we truly following Jesus?
· Or are we just going through the motions?

BIBLE// 

· This is not something that is foreign to the Bible!

MATTHEW 7:21-23
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

· It is possible to go through the motions and MISS JESUS IN THE PROCESS!

THE PHARISEES

· These were a sect of religious Jews that we see all throughout the New Testament
· They held to the law SUPER strictly
· They were your HYPER religious people
· We see them (mostly) arguing with Jesus and other followers of Jesus
· They thought that if they followed the law exactly, that’s how they would be saved
· This actually caused them most times to be extremely arrogant or even put others down who weren’t living up to their standards

THEY ARE THE PEOPLE JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT IN THIS VERSE

IT’S NOT ABOUT OUR PERFORMANCE, IT’S ABOUT OUR HEART BEHIND IT

EPHESIANS 2:8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

· Our actions play ZERO part in our salvation - it’s about our HEARTS

(Pop off about Jesus for a second)


Now let me clarify…
· I’m not saying going to church is bad!
· I’m not saying reading your Bible or raising your hands during worship is wrong
· But if it stops on a Wednesday night at church
· Or we only do it because we want others to see us
· Or we do it just because it’s another thing we do…

THEN WE’RE MISSING IT!

GOD WANTS US TO FOLLOW HIM, NOT PERFORM FOR HIM

ACTS 2:42-47
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

FOLLOWING JESUS WASN’T A PART OF THEIR LIFE; IT WAS THEIR LIFE

· Following Jesus is NOT  just…
· Another hobby
· Another part of my weekly schedule
· Putting on a show
· Chasing emotional highs and treating it like a vending machine when I’m in need

CONNECT// 

I think there are two types of people here…
1. YOU ARE “PLAYING” CHURCH


2. YOU’VE EXPERIENCED WHAT “PLAYING” CHURCH LOOKS LIKE AND IT’S TURNED YOU OFF ENTIRELY TO CHRISTIANITY AS A WHOLE

· It’s not just putting on a show
· It’s not just making it a part of your schedule

CHALLENGE//

· (PASTORALLY CALL THE YOUTH UP TO WHAT IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE - also outlining the series)
· Terror to Evildoers
· Filled w/ Authority
· Challenge the Status Quo
· Salvation Call


